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Consultation - City Deals and the Regional Economies of Wales https://tinyurl.com/l24wcxo 

This quick response concentrates on one question only, namely: Comparative views on approaches taken by other growth deals and regions 

across the UK.  The author’s interest in the city region debate stems from his part-time Masters in Regeneration Studies at Cardiff University 

(2009 – 2011), and, under the guidance of Professor Kevin Morgan, his dissertation research entitled ‘‘The Role of a city-region as a territorial 

vehicle for innovative governance and economic development’’. That research was cited in Welsh Government’s subsequent task and finish 

report on city regions chaired by Dr Elizabeth Hayward. In this document, I merely attempt to draw your attention to several sources that may 

assist your deliberations.  

• Devolution Cities in the UK (immediately below): source Centre for Cities  
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/l24wcxo


Robert Chapman & Company (RC2): Property & Regeneration Consultancy 

2 
 

• Some suggested benefits of Devolution Deals: source Centre for Cities 
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• All core cities have a city deal, not all have a devolution deal. Information is available on the Core Cities web www.corecities.com 
 
 Seven city regions  have reached an agreement with national government on a devolution deal so far and will be electing 
their first metro mayors http://www.centreforcities.org/metro-mayor-regions-facts-figures/ in May 2017. The following city regions 
are advancing their deals and will be electing a mayor in May 2017 (scroll below): 

 

• Cambridgeshire and Peterborough: 

o Constituent: Cambridge City Council, East Cambridgeshire District Council, Fenland District Council, Huntingdonshire 

District Council, Peterborough City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council  

• Greater Manchester: 

o Constituent: Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan 

• Liverpool City Region: 

o Constituent: Liverpool, St Helens, Sefton, Knowsley, Wirral and Halton 

o Non-constituent: Warrington, West Lancashire 

• Sheffield City Region – In January 2017 it was suggested that the Sheffield City Region will now be electing a mayor 

in 2018. 

o Constituent: Sheffield, Doncaster, Rotherham, Barnsley, Bassetlaw, Chesterfield  

o Non-constituent: Bolsover, North East Derbyshire, Derbyshire Dales 

• Tees Valley: 

o Constituent: Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland and Stockton -On-Tees. 

http://www.corecities.com/
http://www.centreforcities.org/publication/everything-need-know-metro-mayors/#whois
http://www.centreforcities.org/metro-mayor-regions-facts-figures/
http://www.centreforcities.org/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough/
http://www.centreforcities.org/greater-manchester/
http://www.centreforcities.org/liverpool-city-region/
http://www.centreforcities.org/sheffield-city-region/
http://www.centreforcities.org/tees-valley/
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• West Midlands: 

o Constituent: Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull and Walsall  

o Non-constituent: Cannock Chase, Nuneaton and Bedworth, Redditch, Tamworth, Telford and Wrekin  

• West of England (https://tinyurl.com/mmyeqll) 

o Constituent: Bristol, Bath & North East Somerset, South Gloucestershire. Combined Authorities work together in defined 

areas. For the South West, the WECA (https://www.westofengland-ca.org.uk/ ) will secure £900M. This new spend power will 

focus on improving transport, affordable homes, and skills training. The West of England Mayoral Election (a consequence of 

the The Cities and Local Government Devolution Act) takes places on 4th May and the new Mayor takes office on 8th May 

2017. 

Devolution deals have been proposed in other regions and city regions with negotiations ongoing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.centreforcities.org/west-midlands-3/
http://www.centreforcities.org/west-of-england/
https://tinyurl.com/mmyeqll
https://www.westofengland-ca.org.uk/
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• Latest List of City Region Authorities (below): source – Core Cities 
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• Other Cities 
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• Agreed devolution deals so far 
 
Peterborough and Cambridgeshire – Read the original East Anglia deal  
 
Greater Manchester  
 
 
Liverpool City Region 
 
 
Sheffield City Region 
 
 
Tees Valley 
 
 
West of England 
 
 
West Midlands City Region  
 
 
NB: City Deals and the Regional Economies of Wales http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=18468 
 
Scroll below to see tabular format of agreed combined authority powers in the different city regions so far, source: Centre for 
Cities  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/east-anglia-devolution-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/369858/Greater_Manchester_Agreement_i.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/477385/Liverpool_devolution_deal_unsigned.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/466616/Sheffield_devolution_deal_October_2015_with_signatures.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470127/Tees_Valley_Devo_Deal_FINAL_formatted_v3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/508112/160315_West_of_England_Devolution_Agreement_Draft_-_FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/477421/West_Midlands_devolution_deal_unsigned_final_web.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=18468
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Agreed combined authority powers in the different city regions so far 

 
 

• Analysis of Devolution Agreements (below), source: MillionPlus, House of Commons Library and Local Government Association  
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• Analysis of Devolution Agreements (below), source: MillionPlus, House of Commons Library and Local Government Association  
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Of course, local authorities per se have strategic plans. But then, there are layers of governance in the form of Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs) Strategic Economic Plans (SEPs), and increasingly city deals with evolving mayoral plans. The emergence of LEPs is 
shown in the following link https://tinyurl.com/lt4l2tl LEPs decide what the priorities should be for investment in roads, buildings, and 
facilities in regional areas. They also hold strategic responsibility for the planning for, and delivery of, City Deals.  
 
Growth Deals have been made with all 39 English LEPs, which means that all of the cities which have City Deals also have Growth Deals. In 
many cases - according to research by SPICe - the funding for Growth Deals represents a far greater sum than that allocated through City 
Deals. E.g. the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP (GBSLEP) was allocated £16m of funding through the City Deal agreement, and a 
further £62m through Growth Deal funding. The projects funded are similar in nature, and reporting on spend projects and economic 
priorities tends to focus on the Growth Deals. This raises questions on both the importance of the City Deal as a discreet pocket of funding, 
and evaluating the outcomes from City Deals v Growth Deals.  
 
In addition to City Deals and Growth Deals (research by SPICe), the UK Government, from November 2014 onwards, announced a series of 
Devolution Deals for English regions designed to support localism and decentralisation. The House of Common’s Library’s paper, 
Devolution Deals and Housing (England) (Jones, 2016), explains that Devolution Deals are underpinned by the Cities and Local Government 
Devolution Act 2016, which enables the Secretary of State to lay secondary legislation to establish an elected mayor of any combined 
authority area, and to confer local authority and public authority functions onto combined authorities. All Devolution Deals to date have 
centred on housing and planning policy, and there is a strong focus on the transfer of powers, funding and accountability for policies and 
functions previously undertaken by central government, to local government.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/lt4l2tl
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City Deals and the Regional Economies of Wales is currently the subject of a consultation https://tinyurl.com/n4o5o3c and there is the 
emergence of talks in Belfast https://tinyurl.com/n5wo3eq  
 
The graphic below shows a visual representation of ‘city deals’ in Scotland.  
 

 
City Region and Growth Deals in Scotland 

https://tinyurl.com/n4o5o3c
https://tinyurl.com/n5wo3eq

